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I remember back in the days when I

was Co-director of the Oregon Gray
Panthers, we would visit seniors and
they would have a shoe box full of
these policies. They would have seven
or eight private policies. They, in ef-
fect, were wasting money on junk that
could have been used to meet their
heating bills or their other health
needs. We drained that swamp, and we
did it through a Medigap law, by ensur-
ing that seniors had meaningful
choices and strong consumer protec-
tions.

So we have an example of how you
can create choice and alternatives and
promote competition, and do it in the
context of the Medicare Program. You
do not have to go out and privatize this
program that has been a lifeline for
millions of older people in order to cre-
ate choice and competition. You can do
it within the Medicare Program, which
is what I am seeking to do with the
senior Senator from Maine, the rank-
ing Republican on the Finance Sub-
committee on Health Care, Ms. OLYM-
PIA SNOWE.

Our hope is that when the Senate Fi-
nance Committee gets together this
month, on a bipartisan basis, they will
look at our legislation, along with the
other very good bills that have been in-

troduced. The senior Senator from
Florida, Mr. GRAHAM, for example, has
talked at length with me about this
issue and has a fine bill. I think there
are a variety of ways the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, under the leadership
of Senator BAUCUS, can take these bills
and bring the Finance Committee
Democrats and Republicans together
and break this gridlock on a vital
issue.

I know of few issues that are more
important at this point to American
families than prescription drugs. I
think we all understand that with a
well crafted prescription drug program,
this country can take a significant step
forward towards meaningful Medicare
reform.

I say to the Presiding Officer, the
hour is late, and you have been gra-
cious to allow me, along with the
Democratic leader, this extra time. I
intend to keep coming back to this
Chamber again and again and again
throughout this Congress to, in effect,
proselytize—I use that word delib-
erately—with my colleague from
Maine, Senator SNOWE, for a bipartisan
effort on this issue. It has dragged on
too long. There has been too much par-
tisan bickering and squabbling sur-
rounding this issue.

I would like to see just a tiny frac-
tion of the millions of dollars that were
spent on attack ads during the last po-
litical campaign on this issue spent on
trying to bring Democrats and Repub-
licans—Members of Congress across the
political spectrum —together on this
issue. That is what older people de-
serve.

Every month that this issue drags on
is a month where older people—who are
walking an economic tightrope, having
to balance their fuel needs against
their medical needs—have to worry
about how they are going to pay for
their essentials. The Presiding Officer
understands that very well. I look for-
ward to working with her and all of our
colleagues on a bipartisan basis.

With that, Madam President, I yield
the floor.

f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in adjournment until 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 5:45 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, July 17, 2001,
at 9 a.m.
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